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Before it became land  
Ian Andrew 

The calls of geese departing 

Ripple currents as they reach 

Beyond land’s end, sky-etched echoes 

Sever sparkled tides, 

Lap against stones, 

Eddy blunt edges  

Beneath the waterline. 

Water relentless and determined 

A teeming city by another name, 

Sighs in blowing rain. 

Mirrored sky above 

Seems to signal absence  

Of everything, a vantage point 

From which to see and understand 

A home for sea before sea 

Begins, like a mountain might be 

Land before land becomes itself. 

Church bells muffled in twilight,  

Trees hold almost still like horses 

Sleeping upright. Man can’t trust 

This darkness of a river, its 

Unpredictability 

As if water, like the Earth, is just 

Another space to fill with his infirmity. 

 

About Ian 

Ian Andrew lives in Warwickshire, UK. He believes strongly in the curative 

power of poetry. He is a member of the Change the Word poetry collective, 

run by the Good Chance Theatre Company, and is a regular attendee at 

Coventry’s Fire and Dust open mic night. 

i-andrew@sky.com 
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A note about AMED 
Sadly, so far, nobody has expressed a willingness to take 
over from the outgoing AMED Council.  So in the 
circumstances, the EGM on 26 May is likely to confirm that 
AMED will finally cease to operate as an educational charity 
by the end of 2022 at the latest. 

 

AMED stands for the Association for Management Education 

and Development, www.amed.org.uk. We are a long-

established membership organisation and educational charity 

devoted to developing people and organisations.  

Our purpose is to serve as a forum for people who want to 

share, learn and experiment, and find support, encouragement, and innovative ways of communicating. Our 

conversations are open, constructive, and facilitated. 

Through AMED, we strive to benefit our members and the wider society. Exclusive Member benefits include 

excellent professional indemnity cover at a significant discount, free copies of the quarterly journal e-O&P, 

and discounted fees for participation in a range of face-to-face events, special interest groups, and our 

interactive website. We aim to build on our three cornerstones of knowledge, innovation and networking in 

the digital age. Wherever we can, AMED Members, Networkers and Guests seek to work with likeminded 

individuals and organisations to generate synergy and critical mass for change.  www.amed.org.uk, or 

contact Linda Williams, our Membership Administrator, E: amedoffice@amed.org.uk, T: 0300 365 1247 
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